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Enhancing our ability to cope 
with climate change.
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By effectively incorporating 
innovative climate responsive 
strategies.
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Image Sources: NYU Lagone, Medium, Council of Europe

Medical Corridor Transportation Hub Global Landmarks



Presentation Overview

1. Our challenges
2. What is being done
3. What could also be done
4. Message for the community
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Our Challenges
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1.
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What could be 
done?

Flooding

Stormwater Flooding Map 2050 Coastal Flooding- Floodplain Map for 2050
Map Data Sources: Department of City (DCP), of Environmental Protection (DEP) Planning, Mayor's Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability (OLTPS) on behalf of CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities (CISC) and the New York Panel on Climate Change (NPCC)
Maps by: Saba Mahmood
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What could be 
done?

Infrastructure in flood prone areas

Facilities in flood prone areas Capital project in flood prone areas
Map Data Sources: NYC Capital Planning Explorer, Department of City (DCP), Department of City (DCP), of Environmental Protection (DEP) Planning, Mayor's Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability (OLTPS) on behalf of CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities (CISC) and the New York Panel on Climate Change (NPCC)
Maps by: Saba Mahmood
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Heat

Temperature Deviation from Mean 
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1% of park land

 Lowest tree coverage          
buuuuin NYC

No publicly accessible         
ycommunity gardens

Map Data Sources: Department of City (DCP), Department of City Planning (DCP), New York City Council’s Data Operations Unit, , New Yorkers for Parks, 2021 Open Space Profiles 
Map by: Saba Mahmood



What’s being done

10

2.
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What could be 
done?

Large-scale climate resiliency projects
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ESCR Project 

NY&NJ HATS Proposal

Sources: NY – NJ Harbor & Tributaries Coastal Storm Risk Management Feasibility Study,  NYC East Side Coastal Resiliency Project
Map Data Sources: Department of City (DCP), of Environmental Protection (DEP) Planning, Mayor's Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability (OLTPS) on behalf of CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities (CISC) and the New York Panel on Climate Change (NPCC)
Map by: Saba Mahmood
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What could be 
done?

DEP Green Infrastructure
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Map Data Sources: NY – NJ Harbor & Tributaries Coastal Storm Risk Management Feasibility Study,  NYC East ide Coastal Resiliency Project
Image Source:  Makar, Laureen. (2022), Green Infrastructure & Waterfront Sustainability in Manhattan Community Board 6, Retrieved from:  https://cbsix.org/committee/land-use-waterfront/

Permeable pavers Roof gardens

Rain gardens

Map by: Saba Mahmood
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What could be 
done?

NYC Parks Street Tree Block Planting
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East 51st St.

East 49st St.
Map Data Source: Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)
Image Source: Google Maps

Map by: Saba Mahmood



What can be done
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Potential sites

Image Source: Medium,  Lid permeable paving, Archdaily, LBB 
Data Sources: Department of City (DCP), Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Planning, Mayor's Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability (OLTPS) on behalf of CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities (CISC) and the New York Panel on Climate Change (NPCC)

Permeable Pavers

Increase overall vegetation Install permeable pavers

Car’s Park 2.0 by Studio NAB, France Matunga Park, Mumbai

Map by: Saba Mahmood
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Potential sites for immediate action

Image Sources: Google Earth, Mahmood, Saba. (March 2024), Vulnerable sites for green infrastructure. 

Waterfront between 34th and 35th St.
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Parking Lot

Parking lot at 34th St.

Map Data Sources: Department of City (DCP), of Environmental Protection (DEP) Planning, Mayor's Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability (OLTPS) on behalf of CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities (CISC) and the New York Panel on Climate Change (NPCC)

Aerial View

Map by: Saba Mahmood
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The Resilient Park

Plan

Concept Visualization

Visualization Vector Source: Freepik, PNGTree, IMGBIM
Diagram and illustration by: Saba Mahmood

Increasing vegetation and 
permeability Shade

Rain gardens

More trees

Soft cover
Permeable pavers
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The Resilient Park

Parking lot as a water plaza

Waterplein, Rotterdam

Image Source: uncube

Plan

Diagram by: Saba Mahmood
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The Resilient Park

Creating floating islands

Image Source: Floating Islands International, Tomorrow City

Parkipelago by Marshall Blecher and Studio 
Fokstrot, Copenhagen

Floating Islands
Plan

Diagram by: Saba Mahmood



Message for the Community
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Promote! Encourage! Ensure!

TAKE ACTION!
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Build 
knowledge!

Stay 
informed! Participate!



Thank You!
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Contact info:
Saba Mahmood 
smahmo10@pratt.edu


